
LAKE MARIA
STATE PARK

FACILITIES AND
FEATURES
• 17 backpack campsites

• 2 primitive group camps,

capacity 50

• 3 camper cabins

• Picnic area

• Public boat access

• Boat & canoe rental

• Trail/interpretive center

• 14 miles of hiking trails

• 1 mile interpretive trails

• 22 kilometers of ski trails

• 5 kilometers skate-ski trails

• 6 miles of horseback trails

VISITOR FAVORITES
• Hiking

• Cross-country skiing

• Bird watching

• Backpack camping

• Canoeing

• Lake fishing – northern

pike, bluegill, crappie,

perch, bullhead, carp

• Interpretive programs &

displays
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FACILITIES

Information/Office

Trail Center

Parking

Canoe Access

Interpretive Sign

Backpack Camping
Individual Sites 1–17

Camper Cabin

Primitive Group Camp

Picnic Area

Equestrian Area

Scenic Overlook

Boat Ramp

Drinking Water

Private Property
Public Use Prohibited
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LOOKING FOR MORE INFORMATION ?
    The DNR has mapped the state showing federal,
state and county lands with their recreational
facilities.
    Public Recreation Information Maps (PRIM) are
available for purchase from the DNR gift shop, DNR
regional offices, Minnesota state parks and major
sporting and map stores.

Check it out - you'll be glad you did.

Because lands exist within the boundaries of this park
that are not under the jurisdiction of the D.N.R., check
with the park manager if you plan to use facilities such
as trails and roads other than those shown.

© 1/2005 by State of Minnesota,
Department of Natural Resources
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Park Entrance

one-half mile gap
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Use of outboard motors over 20 hp
prohibited on Maria Lake

Underlined site numbers
are RESERVABLE



LAKE MARIA STATE PARK (pro-
nounced ma-rye-uh) is comprised of
1,580 acres of rolling wooded terrain,
dotted with small lakes and wood-
land marshes. Established in 1963,
the park is designed for hikers, back-
packers and horseback riders looking
for a wilderness experience.

The park is a haven for photogra-
phers, birdwatchers, naturalists and
anyone interested in the beauty and
solitude of this unique state park.

FEATURES OF LAKE MARIA
Wildlife:   The forests of Lake Maria
contain remnants of Big Woods veg-
etation and stands of old-growth oak.
Along with extensive wetlands this
diverse habitat attracts a wide variety
of wildlife including: deer, beaver,
fox, many species of reptiles, amphib-
ians and over 200 bird species. The
park is known for Blanding’s turtles,
a threatened species in Minnesota.
They are found in the ponds and
wetlands of the park. Look for the
turtle crossing signs and the turtle
informational display in the picnic
area. Park management activities are
designed to protect and enhance the
ecosystems of the park and region.

17 Secluded Backpack Sites: A
one-half to one mile walk from park-
ing areas, many sites overlook small
lakes and ponds. Facilities include a
picnic table, fire ring, and primitive
toilet facilities.

Two Group Camp Sites: Oak Hill
and Whitetail group sites each ac-
commodate up to 50 people. Picnic
tables, fire rings, drinking water and
toilets are provided. Group sites can
be reserved through the central reser-
avtion system.

Three Camper Cabins:  Log cabins
on secluded sites. Sleeps six people.
Walk in (or ski) only. No cooking facil-
ities or electricity. Picnic table, fire ring

and primitive toilet provided. Cabins
have wood stove heat and are available
year-round. Water must be carried in.

Picnic Area:  Grills, picnic tables,
drinking water, fishing pier, toilet
facilities, self-guided interpretive
trail.

Boat Launch:  Located on Maria Lake
for fishing boats and canoes only.
Outboard motors over 20 horsepower
are prohibited on Maria Lake.

Trail/Interpretive Center:  Indoor
picnic facilities, toilets, water, inter-
pretive displays, seating for group
meetings, wood stove and warming
shelter for winter use.

Trails:  14 miles of hiking, six miles
of horseback (open May 1 to
November 1), 22 kilometers of tradi-
tional skiing, 5 kilometers of skate
skiing.

From the trail center, four main loops
help you plan your outing:

Anderson Loop Trail: This three- mile
loop leads you through prairie grass-
es to the Anderson Hill lookout. The
trail returns you to the trail center
through oak and maple forest.

Big Woods Loop: 5.5 miles in length.
One of the most popular trails in the
park. Lookouts, old-growth forest,
ponds, marshes and rolling terrain
make this a great trail in any season.

Bjorkland Lake Trail (also the Hiking
Club Trail): Our most popular trail.

This two-mile loop leads you by
meadows, forests and a rest stop
overlooking Bjorkland Lake.

Kettle and Kame Trail: The most
rugged of our trails and the most
challenging ski trail. The trail high-
lights the kettle and kame landscape
carved by glaciers and common to
this area. Lakes, observation points
and old-growth forest can be found
along this trail.

Boat and Canoe Rental:
May 1 to November 1.

Fishing:  Crappie, bass, bluegill,
northern pike, bullhead, perch and
carp found in Maria Lake and
Bjorkland Lake.

Winter Facilities:  Groomed ski trails,
winter hiking trail, skating rink and
snowshoeing.

Interpretive Programs:  A variety
of programs are offered throughout
the year, a listing is available at the
park office. Annual events include
maple syruping and candlelight ski-
ing. Call park office for more infor-
mation.

Self-guided Interpretive Trails:  The
Zumbrunnen Trail and Forest
Shadow Trail explain the natural and
cultural history of the park. Each trail
is approximately 1/2-mile long.

Bicycling: Biking is prohibited on
park trails. Biking is allowed on park
roads. Inquire at the park office for
information on nearby bike trails.

VOLUNTEERS
Lake Maria State Park depends on
volunteers to help with resource man-
agement, interpretation, fund raising,
trail and campsite maintenance. If you
can help, please stop by the park office
or call.

Camping/Cabin Reservations
Lake Maria State Park’s camper cab-
ins, backpack, and group campsites
can be reserved through the
Minnesota State Parks’ reservation
service at 1-866-857-2757 or online at
www.stayatmnparks.com.

♦

This information is available in
alternative format upon request.

“Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit
from programs of the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources is available to all individuals
regardless of race, color, creed or religion, na-
tional origin, sex, marital status, status with regard
to public assistance, sexual orientation, age or
disability. Discrimination inquires should be sent
to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resourc-
es, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4031;
or the Equal Opportunity Office, Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.”
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LAKE MARIA
STATE PARK
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Lake Maria State Park

11411 Clementa Ave N W

Monticello, MN 55362

(763) 878-2325

♦

Department of Natural Resources

Information Center

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

(651) 296-6157 (Metro Area)
1-888-646-6367 (MN Toll Free)

TDD (Telecommunications

Device for Deaf)

(651) 296-5484 (Metro Area)

1-800-657-3929 (MN Toll Free)

DNR Web Site: www.dnr.state.mn.us
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